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and therefore, at the bottom of his heart he will
despise me. And this would be worse than any
death. And yet without him, my birth will have
been in vain. Therefore, I must devise some ex-
pedient So after a while, she went out in disguise,
and bought for a large sum of money the body of
a woman of her own age and size who had died that
very day. And bringing that body home secretly at
night, she dressed it in her own clothes, and burned
it till its identity was obliterated. And then she set
fire to her house, and left it by a back door, and
went away, abandoning all her wealth but the jewels
that she wore, for the sake of her picture in the airz.
And at that very moment, the Rajpoot came along,
led by some of the townspeople to visit her, as it
were set on fire by the very description of her beauty.
And he looked and saw the flames bursting from her
house, as though Sit by himself. And they found the
half burned body in the ashes, and immediately all
the lovers of Kasha"yini followed her through the
fire of grief to the other world. But the Rajpoot
managed, in spite of disappointment, to remain alive.
And she, in the meantime, having given everyone
the slip, found a false ascetic, and bribed him with

* Or, as we say, castle in the air.